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Obituary Fr. Emilio Stenico

Fr. Emilio was born on 24 October 1922 in Fornace (Trento) to Severino and Anna Pisetta. In the serene climate of his family, in which he breathed and absorbed genuine human and Christian values, the seeds matured of his Camillian vocation which were then developed in the seminary of Villa Visconta (Besana Brianza) which he joined on 12 October 1935.

He entered the novitiate in 1940 in Verona, San Giuliano, and a year later he made his temporary profession. This was followed in 1944 by his perpetual profession. In 1948, on 1 November, he was ordained a priest in Mottinello di Rossano Veneto. After his ordination he stayed in Mottinello for the fourth year of theology and was vice-master of seminarians and from 1949 to 1953 also director of aspirants.

     On 23 September he was appointed the Superior and director of the aspirants to be brothers in Castellanza (VA) and three years later he went to Villa Visconta as the Superior of the community and director of the seminary. He was moved from Besana in 1959 to San Giuliano, where he was master of novices until 1964.
     On 2 July he left for Colombia as a missionary and Superior of the new foundation. In Colombia he was Superior of the community of Bogota (1964) and Delegate of the Colombian Foundation (1969-1971; 1973-1978). In 1972 he was chaplain of the hospital of Barquisimeto (Venezuela), shortly after being accepted by the Colombian community for pastoral service. On 2 September 1978 he was transferred to Lima (Peru) to the ‘Buenamuerte’ religious house. 
     He was in Canada from 1982 to 1983 to take part in courses in clinical pastoral education. In August 1983 he was appointed chaplain of the ‘Dos de Mayo’ Hospital and director of pastoral care in health. In February 1987 he was appointed master of novices of the Delegation of Colombia and Peru, a position that he held until 2006, first in Lima (Casa de la Buenamuerte and Jr. Junin, 1988) and then in 1993 in Chaclacayo.

     In 2006, following a brain haemorrhage, he returned for the last time to Italy. Placed officially in the Province of Lombardy and Veneto in 2008, he lived in the community of Venice-Alberoni. He died on 7 March 2015.

     Fr. Emilio had an active life. There were many changes at a geographical level but also in terms of his ministry.  During the long journey of his life, which took him to various countries, he was the educator of candidates for consecrated life and the priesthood; he exercised the Camillian charism in various hospitals; and he provided formation to numerous groups of pastoral workers, drawing upon the training he had received  in Canada where he received – when he was already of an advanced age – intense theoretical and practical training.

      In all these varied activities he drew successfully upon the riches of his humanity, purified and enriched by a genuine spirituality that found an inexhaustible spring in the Camillian charism. With a strong personality and with traits of holy stubbornness – which his smile did not always manage to conceal – he maintained a sober lifestyle, not without severity, that allowed him to bring out the healthy values that guided him and to make them credible through valuable witness. Those who lived at his side, even for a short period of time, were able to know the lighter aspects of his personality: meekness, love for nature, a lively participation in playful moments, his creativity. The suffering that had already paid a visit to him during his period of studies – as a seminarian he received the sacrament of the anointing of the sick – once again encountered him during the last years of his life, taking away his capacity for speech but not his ability to communicate without words which he always did in an expressive way. A pathway of purification prepared him for his final meeting with Christ, whom he served with love. May he rest in peace!
