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Fraternal Visit of the Superior General to the Camillian Delegation of Argentina 

26-30 December 2015 

‘You have not only a glorious history to remember and to recount, but. also a great history still to be 
accomplished! Look to the future, where the Spirit is sending you in order to do even greater things…In 
looking to the past with gratitude, you live the present with passion and embrace the future with hope’. 
Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter to all Consecrated People. 

 

Dear Rev. Fr. Juan Antonio Amado, Provincial Delegate and Financial Administrator of the Camillian 
Delegation of Argentina, 

Dear Camillian religious brothers: Fr. Martin Puerto Molina, Br. Generoso Rodrigálvarez, Fr. Luis 
María Landa, Fr. Neiber Cabrera, Fr. Meder Inga, and Fr. Mateo Bautista 

Health and peace! 

I am writing this message after the (pastoral and canonical) fraternal visit to your Camillian Delegation 
of Argentina which I made on 26-30 December 2015, between Christmas 2015 and New Year 2016. This 
was the second time that I visited you, my religious brothers, as Superior General, after my presence 
amongst you in the middle of the year 2014. The geographical vicinity of our two countries, Argentina 
and Brazil, and more specifically of the cities of San Paolo and Buenos Aires, has facilitated down the 
years numerous opportunities for meeting each other, thereby creating a solid and consolidated friendship 
which has lasted for a long time. 

A short summary of the fraternal lifestyle 

     During these intense days of fraternal company, Br. José Carlos Bermejo, the General Delegate of the 
Camillian Province of Spain, to which the Camillian religious who live in Argentina adhere in a canonical 
sense, was also present amongst you. A few days after our arrival, Fr. Mateo Bautista was reintegrated 
into the Delegation of Argentina. Fr. Bautista had worked for thirteen years in Bolivia with the Camillian 
community of Santa Cruz de la Sierra with our religious brothers of the Camillian Province of Brazil. He 
returned to Buenos Aires where he had worked for many years before going to Bolivia and for many years 
he was the national delegate for pastoral care in health of the Bishop’s Conference. 

     Another important fact that should be noted is the visit that sister death made to this Camillian 
Delegation on 26 December of last year. Fr. Carlos Ramon Gonzalez Alvarez (who was born on 28 April 
1961) died unexpectedly at the age of fifty-four. He was the first Camillian religious to hail from 
Argentina: he had been living and engaging in Camillian ministry in Spain and during those weeks he 
was holidaying in Argentina, together with his family relatives, in Santiago del Estero, a town that is about 
a thousand kilometres from the capital of the country, Buenos Aires. Three of our religious brothers went 
to the town to bring the solidarity of our Institute to his family and also took part in his funeral. Fr. Carlos 
for some years had had to deal with critical conditions of health which during this visit suddenly worsened 
and unfortunately led to his death. May God give him eternal peace! 

     We had a propitious opportunity to have a personal meeting, in a climate of respectful and fraternal 
dialogue, with all of the seven religious of the Delegation. At the moment there are two communities. The 
oldest is located in the federal capital of Buenos Aires in Calle Avalos, n. 282, in the neighbourhood of 
the city that is known as La Paternal (this is near to the La Chacarita cemetery), and here four religious 
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live and work. The second community is in Vagues in the rural area of the municipality of San Antonio 
de Areco, which is about 110 kilometres from Buenos Aires, where we have an institution that looks after 
people with grave mental disabilities. Three of our religious brothers work in this institution. 

     In all the countries that I visit, in my ministry of animating the service of the Camillian Order, I also 
try to meet the female Congregations that form a part of the great family of St. Camillus. I visited the 
Daughters of St. Camillus, the Provincial Superior and the community of St. Camillus in their clinic in 
Buenos Aires. This is a large community with twenty-five women religious. This hospital, which has 
more than two hundred beds, also offers health-care services to seminarians, men religious and priests. 
Pope Francis, when he was Cardinal Bergoglio and the Archbishop of  Buenos Aires, on a number of 
occasions benefited from the services of this Camillian health-care institution. Some of his family relatives 
have also been cared for by the Daughters of St. Camillus. Pope Francis still nurtures a deep friendship 
with these women religious whom he often telephones on important dates and he has written various 
messages to them, and to all those who visit them they show these and say with great joy: ‘the Pope is our 
friend’. 

The meeting with the members of the Delegation of Argentina 

    During our meeting with the Delegation in Vagues on 29 December I explained in an extensive way 
the situation and the priorities of the Order for the six-year period of 2014-2020 which had been decided 
at the last extraordinary General Chapter of the Order (which was held in  Ariccia-Rome in June 2014). 
The Camillian Project for the Revitalisation of Camillian Consecrated Life revolves around three 
priorities: a) renewed attention to the economic dimension: the restructuring and reorganisation of the 
finances of the generalate house and greater vigilance as regards the financial and managerial activities of 
Provinces that are in difficulty; b) renewed sensitivity to the promotion of vocations and formation (during 
the initial stage, during the pathway of formation, as an ongoing status), given that without this there will 
be no future for our Institute; c) communication: the exchange of information is vital in the creation of 
communion. In all of these priorities there are various projects that should be implemented, just as there 
are meetings to be organised and experienced. In the economic field, the Central Economic Commission 
has been recreated; in the sector of formation we are encouraging meetings in the various regional areas 
of the Order; and as regards communication, a newsletter is published every twenty days in digital form 
and sent to the whole of the Order in order to gather and disseminate the most important facts and events 
of our Camillian life. 

     By a singular chronological coincidence, the Camillian Project has coincided with the Year of 
Consecrated Life (2015) and the Year of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy (2016) both of which were 
proclaimed by Pope Francis. These are events that have marked ecclesial and religious life  in a very 
strong and intense way, above all in terms of revitalisation!  I would like to emphasise an important point 
to be found in the letter that Pope Francis sent to all religious in the world when looking forward to the 
year dedicated to consecrated life. Citing the post-synodal exhortation Vita Consecrata, he reminds us 
that we do not only have a glorious history to remember and recount – above all else we have a history to 
be accomplished. Looking to our history, we must cultivate an attitude of gratitude and in scrutinising our 
present we are called to ‘live with passion’. As Camillians I would add we are called to ‘serve with 
Samaritan compassion’ in order to embrace the future with hope. It is specifically within this paradigm of 
historic time – past, present and future –   that I would like to call to mind certain facts of your history (the 
past), stimulating commitment in the present and to the future, and identifying a number of challenges 
that should be faced up to with the determination of hope. 
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     Those who do not know the history of their lives, or of their religious families, run the risk of not 
knowing their own identity. The present government of the Delegation of Argentina is invited to take on 
the responsibility of publishing the history of the Camillian Delegation in Argentina. The material has 
already been brought together in books and in chronicles: it has to be organised with style and an aesthetic 
sense. A publication of this nature will be an important instrument for the promotion of vocations and for 
those who seek to know who we are and how we live. Therefore when we turn to the past we remember 
with gratitude the pioneering adventure of the first Camillians who came to Argentina. This year (2016) 
we are celebrating the eighty-fifth anniversary of the arrival of the first Camillians in this nation (1931): 
they came in response to a request for help of the Daughters of St. Camillus who at that time had been 
present in Argentina for over twenty-five years. 

A little history about the arrival of the Camillians in Argentina 

    The decision to found a Camillian house and a Camillian community in Buenos Aires was taken on 11 
May 1931 by the Provincial Superior, Fr. Salvador Vicente, by the Provincial Council, and by all the local 
Superiors of the Province of Spain who had come together at the House of the Novitiate of Vichi Santo 
Tomás. The Daughters of St. Camillus had accepted the task of preparing the terrain for this new mission. 
Fr. Gaspar Canhada, Fr. Vicente Olivares, Fr. Antonio Nigro and Br. Juan Cuadras were the first four 
Camillian religious who met the challenge of the new foundation in Argentina. On the eve of their 
departure, on 26 April 1931, the official send-off took place in the community of Barcelona. The 
chronicler recorded the event in the following way: ‘we were offered a splendid banquet during which the 
Provincial Superior made a toast to a happy voyage, hoping that the new mission that was about to begin 
would have success and prosperity’. On the same day a telegram also arrived from the Superior General 
in Rome who ‘hoped we would have a happy voyage and gave us his blessing’. 

     They left from Barcelona on board the ship Cabo San Agustin de la Ibarra which had its maiden 
voyage going to South America on 27 September 1931 and reached the port of Buenos Aires on 19 
October of the same year. On 18 October the Camillian religious arrived in Montevideo in Uruguay. They 
sent a telegram to the Mother Superior of the Daughters of St. Camillus in Buenos Aires which read as 
follows: ‘Tomorrow, Monday, we will come. Greetings. Spanish Fathers’. 

    Father Gaspar Canhada was appointed the head of the expedition and also the first Superior of the 
community. He stayed in Argentina for seventeen years (1931-1947). He was also appointed the first 
parish priest of the new parish of Santa Inês. After returning to Europe, he was elected Vicar General and 
Procurator General of the Order and died in Rome at the age of seventy-three (on 24 February 1965). 

     Sister Maria Amelia Supra, the Mother Superior of the Daughters of St. Camillus, prepared the ground 
for, and accompanied, all the negotiations with the ecclesiastical authorities of the archdiocese of Buenos 
Aires to achieve the canonical and civil recognition of the Fathers of St. Camillus and also prepared 
suitable accommodation for the new community, The first house was rented in Via Carlos Pellegrini, n. 
1441. 

     After reaching their destination, the first Camillians were welcomed by Don Jan Bautista Casación, a 
priest of the Armenian rite and the chaplain of the Daughters of St. Camillus. The initial encounter with 
the home of Via Carlos Pellegrini and with the Daughters of St. Camillus who were waiting for them was 
described by the chronicler of the time in the following terms: ‘Deeply moved and full of joy because of 
our arrival, they were happy to finally see fulfilled the wish for a Camillian presence in Argentina’. The 
first Holy Mass was celebrated on 22 October with the inauguration of the chaplain in that home, which 
has been lent to them by Signora Damasa Saavedra, a benefactor of the Daughters of St. Camillus. 
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     The Camillians lived in the home of Via Carlos Pellegrini until 20 April 1932 when they moved 
definitively to La Calle Avalos, n. 260: this home was bought on 6 April 1932 and subsequently the parish 
of Santa Inês was also created. This was the first Camillian house in Argentina and it is still a point of 
reference for our religious communities in that country. In 1972 the parish of  Santa Inês, which is still a 
working reality and is next to the Camillian community, was handed back in a ministerial sense to the 
archdiocese of Buenos Aires because it was believed that it ‘was not a specific expression of our charism’. 

     From the outset, the Camillians were engaged in pastoral activities in this parish: these involved various 
hospital chaplaincies, pastoral ministry, the running of the orphanage, the provision of care to orphaned 
children and the protection of young people. During that period the General Consulta decided upon the 
creation of a Commissariat of South America which would bring together all the Camillian religious who 
were present in Peru, Chile and Argentina. In 1946 the house in Chile was closed down. In 1967 the 
commissariat was renamed the Province of South America, with the involvement of the Camillians who 
were present in Peru and Argentina. In 1968 the Argentina Foundation was established, with the presence 
of eight religious of the Province of Spain. According to Fr. Martin Puerto Molina, the dean of the 
Delegation and a former Delegate, during the moments of the greatest splendour of our history the 
Delegation of Argentina never had more than twenty Camillian religious. 

    When reading the historical accounts and when reflecting on the ‘lights and shadows’ of this 
foundation, we are spontaneously led to ask why over the last eighty-five years there have always been 
so few Camillians in Argentina, even though we have done a great deal and worked with commitment! 
The Camillian red cross has been in Argentina for eighty-five years. However, there remains a question 
mark about our future which we will have to address in all serenity.  

The Hogar San Camilo di Vagues for the mentally disabled: the pearl of Camillian works! 

    This house was founded on 25 March 1952 as the Instituto Camiliano São José de Vagues. It was 
created with the specifically vocational purpose of providing formation to candidates for the priesthood 
and Camillian consecrated life. It did this until 1967, exclusively as a seminary. In March 1967 as a school 
it officially became the property of the state. 

     In 1976 the Delegation began a process of inquiry and came to the conclusion that the house of Vagues 
did not have specific characteristics of a vocational character and that it would be difficult to achieve this 
end in the future. 

     Faced with this decision, the Camillian community of Argentina decided to close the college at the end 
of the school year of 1976 and agreed that it should be transformed into a work of a social kind to serve 
sick poor people. In 1977, after serious thought and analysis about the most urgent needs that existed in 
the health-care field, it was decided to transform the college into a Hogar para Descapacitados in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Health and Welfare of Argentina. The agreement was signed on 25 
November 1977 between the Camillian Order and the Department of State for Public Health Care. On 2 
October 1978 the first children with severe mental disabilities arrived at the Hogar. Fr. Martin Molina 
observed: ‘the ‘preferential option for the poor’, so much invoked by the Conference of Medellin (1968), 
has taken concrete form with us as well’. 

      Today this work of care is a proud reference point for the Camillians of Argentina and it is very much 
known about throughout the country. It has seventy places for mentally disabled people and also has 
eighty-two employees. According to its director, Fr. J. Antonio Amado, the subject of sustainability is 
always an enormous challenge. The government with great ease violates the agreements that have been 
reached, does not make over the money that it should, and because of this resort must be made to banks 
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to cover the ordinary expenditure on management, staff and normal administration. Management and 
sustainability also constitute a challenge to be met through cooperation with the team of lay professionals 
who are very competent and responsible. 

      The Hogar San Camilo is an institution that is a reference point for the whole of the nation as regards 
care and rehabilitation for mentally disabled people. It remains in the heart of the people and the Church 
as well. The current Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Arturo Poli, every year spends a week with 
theology students in our community of Vagues for a pastoral experience. Cardinal Bergoglio – now Pope 
Francis – has on innumerable occasions expressed his affection for, and his interest in, this special work 
of ours. 

      This activity involving care has very great educational potential which goes well beyond care, as Br. 
José Carlos Bermejo, the General Delegate of Spain, observed. We are in a condition to be able to 
contribute to the creation of a new culture of care for mental health through the implementation of courses 
of formation and humanisation for this very poor area, specifically in line with the Camillian approach of 
‘more heart in those hands’. Synergy between care and professional formation should be a goal that is 
pursued with determination. 

The priorities for the future that we are invited to ‘embrace with hope’ 

    There will be no future for we Camillians if we do not manage to generate new Camillian vocations! 
Today the Delegation has four students, and three of these live and work in Spain (Madrid). These young 
men are renewing the hopes of your Delegation. In this field we should praise the commitment of the 
Delegation in identifying a religious who will dedicate himself full time to the promotion of vocations, 
visiting various villages in the country and presenting and spreading our charism always in communion 
with the local dioceses. In this sense the institutions of the Camillian community of Rua Avallos are an 
important reference point for formation, for pastoral care for young people, and for the holding of 
meetings (‘come and see’). We should also praise the constant participation of the Delegation over the 
last nineteen years in the meetings held on the subject of professional development and formation carried 
out at a regional level in Latin America. 

     Through these meetings, in the future it will be possible to redesign the Camillian geography of Latin 
America in line with the guidelines proposed by the Camillian Project for the revitalisation of Camillian 
consecrated life. Today, in addition to being low in numbers, we are also a little alone and disconnected 
from each other. This, as well, is a critical point of the crisis of religious life in general: not very many 
vocations, early ageing, and disheartenment as regards the future. It is important to ask ourselves questions 
and thereby assess whether we want the crisis to transform us into people at the terminal stage of their 
illness or whether we should experience this as an opportunity for conversion and change. Why should 
we not construct a promising future together by planning two Provinces for the area of Latin America: 
one for Portuguese, the Province of Brazil which is already stable and solid, and another for Spanish? I 
invite the major Superiors of the region to reflect upon this and to discuss the question. 

     Another important point for Latin America is the cultural differences of this continent. In historical 
terms, the Delegation of Argentina has always been very near to the Vice-Province of Peru. And today, 
in reality, in Argentina, advantage is taken of the cooperation of two young men religious (Fr. Neiber 
Cabrera and Fr. Meder Inga): Peruvian Camillians who belong to the sector of formation and the 
promotion of vocations. We cannot ignore the question of ‘inculturation’. We are primarily Camillians 
with a capital ‘C’ and then we have a specific nationality: we are Peruvians, Argentines, Brazilians or 
Chileans, for example. What unites us is the Gospel, a Christian and Camillian charism and spirituality, 
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and our vocation to the religious life. Cultural idiosyncrasies run the risk of seriously endangering the 
communitarian project of religious life and closing us up in small closed ghettos. Our unity is not 
something that is achieved through conquest and it  will never be the result of imposed uniformity: our 
relationships must be developed in a context of plurality and under the banner of cultural diversity. This 
process – which is a pathway – requires respect for all the individuals involved, without exceptions. 

     You should always remember the importance of ‘taking care’ of lay people, of the Camillian family, 
of volunteers and of those who work with the Hogar San Camilo. You have many groups of the Lay 
Camillian Family throughout the country. It is important for you to nourish a spirit of encounter, of 
respectful cooperation, as well as the renewal of members, with the inclusion of new members in groups 
that are growing old. 

     Your mother Province (Spain) has always provided great support to the Delegation. In addition to the 
large number of religious who have worked in Argentina and given the best of themselves, over the last 
five years about 230,000 (two hundred and thirty thousand) euros have been donated. You have to grow 
in your capacity for economic self-sustainability. Our ‘old and generous mother Europe’ is in a state of 
crisis and has the same need of help. A rational management of the property and the works in Calle Avalos 
could be a source of finance for the Delegation. The future management of the Hogar San Camilo will 
certainly require in-depth feasibility studies as regards ‘self-sustainability’. There should be an 
implementation of supervision and professional competence at an administrative level and in the 
management of human resources so as not to be crushed and even more so as not to engage in charity by 
helping the health-care and economic policies of the state! Charity is always for the poor, the sick and the 
vulnerable, that is to say for those who are at the margins of human existence (Pope Francis). 

     At the end of this message, which forms a border to my (pastoral and canonical) visit, I want to thank 
you in a heartfelt way for your warm welcome and fraternal company. Having known you personally for 
a long time, I felt as though I was in my own home. I pray to merciful God, through the intercession of 
our father Founder, St. Camillus, to protect you always with the precious gift of health, maintaining within 
you the joy of serving in the world of health and health care with a merciful heart. 

 

San Paolo, 1 January 2016 

 Feast Day of Mary Mother of God 

 
_______________ 
Fr. Leocir PESSINI 
Superior General 


