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               C A M I L L I A N U P D A T E

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On 11 February the Twenty-fifth World Day of the

Sick will be celebrated throughout the Church and in a
special way at Lourdes. The theme of this year’s cele-
bration is “Amazement at what God has accomplished:
‘The Almighty has done great things for me….’” (Lk 1:49).
Instituted by my predecessor Saint John Paul II in 1992,
and first celebrated at Lourdes on 11 February 1993,
this Day is an opportunity to reflect in particular on the
needs of the sick and, more generally, of all those who
suffer. It is also an occasion for those who generously
assist the sick, beginning with family members, health
workers and volunteers, to give thanks for their God-
given vocation of accompanying our infirm brothers and
sisters. This celebration likewise gives the Church re-
newed spiritual energy for carrying out ever more fully
that fundamental part of her mission which includes
serving the poor, the infirm, the suffering, the outcast
and the marginalized (cf. John Paul II, Motu Proprio Do-
lentium Hominum, 11 February 1985, 1). Surely, the mo-
ments of prayer, the Eucharistic liturgies and the
celebrations of the Anointing of the Sick, the sharing
with the sick and the bioethical and theological-pastoral
workshops to be held in Lourdes in those days will make
new and significant contributions to that service.
Even now, I am spiritually present at the grotto of

Massabielle, before the statue of the Immaculate Virgin,
in whom the Almighty has done great things for the re-
demption of mankind. I express my closeness to all of
you, our suffering brothers and sisters, and to your fami-
lies, as well as my appreciation for all those in different
roles of service and in healthcare institutions throughout
the world who work with professionalism, responsibility
and dedication for your care, treatment and daily well-
being. I encourage all of you, the sick, the suffering,

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for the Twenty-Fifth World Day of the Sick 2017

Amazement at what God has accomplished:
“The Almighty has done great things for me…” (Lk 1:49)

(continued on page 6)

For the past years,
when Nanay, 66, got ill

due to stroke, “ako
lang ang nag-aalaga
sa kanya,” Tatay, 64,
said. They have no

children.



2 CAMUP

SHEPHERD’S CARE PROVINCIAL’S CORNER

Fr. Rolando Fernandez, MI

It is because we want to follow Jesus that we em-brace religious life. We want to follow His footsteps
and promise to live out His teachings and be a wit-
ness to His unrelenting love for the poor and the sick,
the lost and the most vulnerable members of our soci-
ety. We deeply desire to serve these people the way
Jesus served and took care of them. Thus, Jesus said,
“I came not to be served but to serve” (Mk. 10:45).
The constant challenge for us religious as leaders is to
incarnate this call in our day-to-day life and ministry.
This spirit of service comes naturally for those

whose faith in Jesus go deeper. As we nurture our re-
lationship with Him, our service to others matures and
becomes God- and others-centered. This then gives
meaning to what we are doing and enriches our
being. Our service to others brings joy and fulfillment
in life.
The challenges that we encounter as we fulfill our

ministry of leading purify our motivation and intention
to remain faithful to our vocation as Christian leaders.
The very nature of our leadership is to serve others
with love and compassion without expecting anything
in return. A leader’s service is sacrificial. The identify-
ing mark of a Christian leader is an attitude of un-
selfishness. As a leader he is called to give the best of
himself selflessly for the common good. 
In the exercise of our leadership it is very impor-

tant for us to emulate the life of the first Christian
community. In Acts, the apostles with great power
bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and
great favor was accorded them all (Acts 4:34). The
apostles as leaders were very much concerned with

the needs of each member so that no one among
them was in need and left out. And as the community
increased in number they shared their responsibilities
to reputable men filled with the Spirit and wisdom to
take care of the widows (Acts 6: 2-4).
In the very example of the first leaders formed by

Jesus, sharing of responsibilities to others in the
community is an essential element for the spread of
true spirit of love to one another and communion with
God. It helps the leaders empower others to be
leaders too with the power that emanates from God’s
love.
As I am ending my leadership as Provincial Supe-

rior of the Philippine Province, I am personally very
grateful to the Lord and my confreres for giving me
this great opportunity to incarnate these important
Christian principles of leadership to the best of my
ability. These principles guided me in carrying out my
ministry of leadership with passion, compassion and
commitment. It was a very challenging ministry, yet, an
enriching experience that formed me to be a better
person. It widened my horizon and understanding of
my confreres and different aspects of our life as Camil-
lians in varied contexts. It helped me value more the
importance of openness and availalability to be of
service to others and more importantly to God who
calls me to serve others and not to be served.
With grateful hearts we continue praying to God

to help us exercise our leadership, in whatever capac-
ity, with love and commitment, and for the realization
of the Kingdom of God here on earth now and forever.
May the Lord always bless us.

Christian Leadership:
A Call to Serve and Not to Be Served
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Fr. Giuseppe Didone, MI

On January 21, 2017, the newly constructed geri-
atric building of St. Mary’s Hospital in Taiwan was
inaugurated. It was named Br. Renato Marinello

Memorial Building as thanksgiving for all his significant
contributions to the Camillian ministry, especially taking

care of the sick. Present during the celebration were Su-
perior General Fr. Leocir Pessini, the Papal Nuncio Msgr.
Sladan Cosic, Provincial Superior Fr. Rolando Fernandez,
Fr. Mario Didone, Don Matteo and Fr. Giovanni Contarin
from Thailand. (See related story on page 4, Br. Renato Marinello.)
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Br. Renato was
born on
March 3,

1922 in Anconetta
(Vicenza) to Marco
and Maria Ferrarin.
At a young age of
14, the young Re-
nato entered the
Order in San Giu-
liano on Sept. 30,
1936, as an aspir-
ing brother. He
spent four years as
a postulant, and
then—along with
six other candidate

brothers, including Br. Cirillo Pozzi, who then would fol-
low on mission—crossed the stages of the Order: oblate
(March 1, 1940), the novitiate (Sept. 7, 1940), the simple
profession (Sept. 8, 1941). After his solemn profession
(Sept. 8, 1944) he worked at the Institute Eliomarino San
Camillo, where he was assigned to the nursing home in
Cremona as operating room nurse until Jan. 18, 1947.
At the end of 1947 he decided to be a missionary in

Yunnan, China. On Aug. 27, 1948 he set sail from Mar-
seilles, along with Br. Giuseppe Girardi and Fr. Giovanni
Colzani, and five Camillian Sisters. During that time, the
Communist wave was already expanding on all fronts,
but our missionaries were convinced not only that it
would not reach Yunnan, but that the Mission could be
expanded. The Superior Fr. Crotti planned an expedi-
tion among the Lolo barbarians beyond the Yangtze
and sent Br. Marinello in Qiaojia to study their lan-
guage. However, he changed the plan and sent Br.
Marinello instead to Zhaotong on May 27, 1949 to
study more seriously the Chinese culture, including their
language. In Zhaotong, however, Br. Marinello fell ill
and was hospitalized three times in a Catholic Hospital
headed by Dr. Janez. Br. Marinello took advantage of
his convalescence to devote himself to music that he
could play several instruments, especially the accordion;
he even managed to do some compositions, an art he
had learned from a music teacher, who was a guest at
the Alberoni nursing home, where he developed his
musical genius.

At the opening of the new home of Kunming on
Feb. 28, 1950, Br. Marinello was assigned as director of
the leprosarium. The community was composed by him,
Fr. Valdesolo and Br. Amici. While serving the leper
colony, Br. Marinello made some interesting research on
leprosy accompanied by photographs, that was nothing
new, but perhaps merits to be published, if only to
serve as a historical document.
At the end of 1951 the communist government was

looming and wanted to expel all the missionaries in-
cluding those in Yunnan. As it was clear from various
letters, Fr. Valdesolo still had hoped that the three mis-
sionaries of the leprosarium would be spared. But it
was only an illusion and a matter of time that they had
to leave China. On April 17, 1952, they arrived in
Hongkong.
Upon accepting the foundation of Lotung, Br.

Marinello was mandated on June 18, 1952 to assess for
opportunities in the field of health offered by the so-
called “hospital” of Mr. Lo. He made a good assess-
ment that resulted in the opening of the institution on
July 17 where Dr. Janez did the first operation.
Br. Marinello remained for a few months in Lotung

and on Feb. 20. 1953 he was transferred to Makung,
where he was the prime mover of openness and the
success of the St. Mary’s Dispensary (then called) and
the ambulatory service of St. Camillus Hospital.
Coming back from his vacation in Italy on March 2,

1959 (he had his vacation after spending almost a
decade in Taiwan), the ambulatory services of the good
doctor continued even up to Lotung. Although devoid
of adequate medical degree, Br. Marinello knew more
than other doctors, certainly more than the local doc-
tors who were still attached to Chinese traditional med-
icine. He studied on his own and benefited from a rich
experience learned from the ground. In Lotung, he
started his practice under Fr. Antonelli until 1976, he
was given the legal title, and thus could work undis-
turbed until the end of his life. Besides his expertise, Br.
Marinello also had a nice way of treating the sick: lis-
tening more and speaking less, which made him much
sought after. At certain times, the influx of patients was
so large (even more than 200 people a day) that they
had to set up a reservation system.
The dedication to the sick totally absorbed all the

energies of Br. Marinello, except for the time that he

FEATURE: Brother Renato Marinello (1922–2010)
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dedicated to his music. With his choir and his musical
compositions, they were mainstays during feasts and
inaugurations of the Mission that had been many and
on the upswing in the ’60s and ’70s. From 1959 he
began to teach songs to the novices. With the increase
of the aspirants, the idea of   forming a Camillian band
composed of 40 instruments was born; Br. Marinello
gave remarkable pieces that won prestigious awards in
different contests, both local and national.
The daily life of Br. Marinello was methodical and

was followed at a steady pace. Everything was sched-
uled. He was dedicated to his work all week, reserving
Sunday to his music. Among his compositions were
reminiscent of motets, masses, and in particular, Our Fa-
ther and Hymn to St. Camillus, that are still being per-
formed today. On Sunday afternoons, he took trips in
his bike, but when he became old he could no longer
take it by himself that Br. Davide Cattaneo would just
take him there in his car. They went along the same
route, always in the open country-
side, and always stopped at the
same place, where Br. Marinello
had to go downstairs to smoke a
cigarette. He included in his an-
nual fixed schedule a stay at Mis-
sion in Hanhsi, where he and the
others gathered for a few days in
silence and prayer and kept com-
pany Fr. Camillo Hsu, who was
the church custodian.
Br. Marinello did not slow

down the pace of life after almost
three quarters of his life in Tai-
wan, despite some ailment. He
was reluctant to make trips. In the
past he returned to Italy because
he was elected to attend the
General Chapter in Sejanus (1969)
and Capiago (1977). While others
frequented their trips, he was,
above all, reluctant to go back to
Italy on holidays for fear that his
health could be the reason that
he might be asked to stay in Italy.
His country was now China, to
which he had consecrated in his
youth.
In 1998, almost at the end of

his long career, Br. Marinello was
awarded by the Taiwanese gov-

ernment with the “Good Doctor” award, which could
well be called the totality of a long, faithful and assidu-
ous dedication to the sick.
Even in his 80s he was still much sought after by the

sick, but on July 18, 2005 he suffered a stroke. He was
rushed to the hospital, was revived but he fell into a
coma.
For all five years he survived, nurtured by a feeding

tube. All this time it was Br. Cattaneo who accompanied
him on the last days of his life with almost all our reli-
gious. He looked after him every day for his needs, ma-
terial and even spiritual: every day, at four in the
afternoon, he went to his bedside to recite the rosary
for him.
And thus came the last day, on March 27, 2010 at

3:18am, when Br. Marinello’s earthly life ended and flew
to his eternal reward.
His body was buried in the Catholic cemetery in Lo-

tung, next to the graves of his confreres.
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physicians, nurses, family members and volunteers, to
see in Mary, Health of the Infirm, the sure sign of God’s
love for every human being and a model of surrender to
his will. May you always find in faith, nourished by the
Word and by the Sacraments, the strength needed to
love God, even in the experience of illness.
Like Saint Bernadette, we stand beneath the watch-

ful gaze of Mary. The humble maiden of Lourdes tells us
that the Virgin, whom she called “the Lovely Lady”,
looked at her as one person looks at another. Those
simple words describe the fullness of a relationship.
Bernadette, poor, illiterate and ill, felt that Mary was
looking at her as a person. The Lovely Lady spoke to
her with great respect and without condescension. This
reminds us that every person is, and always remains, a
human being, and is to be treated as such. The sick and
the those who are disabled, even severely, have their
own inalienable dignity and mission in life. They never
become simply objects. If at times they appear merely
passive, in reality that is never the case.
After her visit to the Grotto, thanks to her prayer,

Bernadette turned her frailty into support for others.
Thanks to her love, she was able to enrich her neigh-
bours and, above all, to offer her life for the salvation of
humanity. The fact that the Lovely Lady asked her to
pray for sinners reminds us that the infirm and the suf-
fering desire not only to be healed, but also to live a
truly Christian life, even to the point of offering it as au-
thentic missionary disciples of Christ. Mary gave
Bernadette the vocation of serving the sick and called
her to become a Sister of Charity, a mission that she
carried out in so exemplary a way as to become a
model for every healthcare worker. Let us ask Mary Im-
maculate for the grace always to relate to the sick as
persons who certainly need assistance, at times even for
the simplest of things, but who have a gift of their own
to share with others.
The gaze of Mary, Comfort of the Afflicted, bright-

ens the face of the Church in her daily commitment to
the suffering and those in need. The precious fruits of
this solicitude for the world of suffering and sickness are
a reason for gratitude to the Lord Jesus, who out of
obedience to the will of the Father became one of us,
even enduring death on the cross for the redemption of
humanity. The solidarity shown by Christ, the Son of
God born of Mary, is the expression of God’s merciful
omnipotence, which is made manifest in our life—above
all when that life is frail, pain-filled, humbled, marginal-

ized and suffering—and fills it with the power of hope
that can sustain us and enable us to get up again.
This great wealth of humanity and faith must not be

dissipated. Instead, it should inspire us to speak openly
of our human weaknesses and to address the challenges
of present-day healthcare and technology. On this
World Day of the Sick, may we find new incentive to
work for the growth of a culture of respect for life,
health and the environment. May this Day also inspire
renewed efforts to defend the integrity and dignity of
persons, not least through a correct approach to
bioethical issues, the protection of the vulnerable and
the protection of the environment.
On this Twenty-fifth World Day of the Sick, I once

more offer my prayerful support and encouragement to
physicians, nurses, volunteers and all those consecrated
men and women committed to serving the sick and
those in need. I also embrace the ecclesial and civil in-
stitutions working to this end, and the families who take
loving care of their sick. I pray that all may be ever joy-
ous signs of the presence of God’s love and imitate the
luminous testimony of so many friends of God, includ-
ing Saint John of God and Saint Camillus de’ Lellis, the
patrons of hospitals and healthcare workers, and Saint
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, missionary of God’s love.
Dear brothers and sisters—the sick, healthcare work-

ers and volunteers—I ask you to join me in praying to
Mary. May her maternal intercession sustain and accom-
pany our faith, and obtain for us from Christ her Son
hope along our journey of healing and of health, a sense
of fraternity and responsibility, a commitment to integral
human development and the joy of feeling gratitude
whenever God amazes us by his fidelity and his mercy.
Mary, our Mother,
in Christ you welcome each of us as a son or
daughter.

Sustain the trusting expectation of our hearts,
succour us in our infirmities and sufferings,
and guide us to Christ, your Son and our brother.
Help us to entrust ourselves to the Father who
accomplishes great things.

With the assurance of a constant remembrance in
my prayers, I cordially impart to all of you my Apostolic
Blessing.

8 December 2016, Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception

Francis

(Message of His Holiness… continued from page 1)
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Celebration of the World Day of the Sick:

Our Lady of La Paz Parish, Makati City

San Pedro Cathedral, Davao City

St. Camillus Medical Center, Pasig City
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Agathering of Camillian religious from the Philip-
pine Province was held last Feb. 6–10, 2017 on
the occasion of the Extraordinary Provincial

Chapter at St. Camillus Pastoral Healthcare Center in
Loyola Heights, Quezon City.
A total of 24 representatives from the delegations of

Indonesia, Australia, Taiwan and the Philippines partici-
pated as capitulars, namely:

1. Anselmi, Ivo
2. Barawid, Domingo
3. Cancino, Jr., Rodolfo Vicente
4. Cuarto, Samuel
5. Chech, Felice
6. Crisostomo, Angel
7. Didone, Giuseppe
8. Enriquez, Rodel
9. Fernandez, Rolando
10. Galvani, Luigi
11. Garcia, Gabriel

12. Haber, Diosdado
13. Labrador, Jayson
14. Kao, Matteo
15. Maliwat, Renato
16. Mandin, Ruben
17. Michelini, Gian Carlo
18. Oles, Alfonso
19. Ruyeras, Marven
20. Sales, Renato
21. Sentillas, Renante
22. Wong, Jacob
23. Villanueva, Evan Paul
24. Yang, Raimondo

Two temporary professed religious, Schs. Anthony
Ongcal and Almar Roman, also participated, though
without voting rights. 
Fr. Rodolfo Cancino, Jr. was elected as chapter sec-

retary and Fr. Rene Sales, assistant secretary. Elected as
scrutineers were Frs. Luigi Galvani and Marven Ruyeras.

EXTRAORDINARY PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

Reflecting on our Past, Affirming our Present and
Strengthening our Future in the Light of the Provincial Statutes

CamUp
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There were also five elected moderators for each day:
Frs. Felice Chech, Domingo Barawid, Diosdado Haber,
Renato Sales, and Jacob Wong.
The Extraordinary Provincial Chapter was called in

accordance to the Provincial Statute No. 85 that
states that “…The Provincial Council shall convene a
Special General Assembly of the Province in the mid-
dle of the six years to evaluate the six year plan of the
Province.”
In preparation for the February 2017 gathering, an

Ad Hoc Committee was created in September 2016 to
draft the Working Paper (Lineamenta), which was later
distributed to the Local Chapters to discuss among
themselves the motions and their resolutions.
The five-day Extraordinary Provincial Chapter

started each day with morning prayers followed by
open discussion concerning the proposed amend-
ments/revisions to the Provincial Statutes of the
Province. Each grueling day ended with the celebration

of the Holy Eucharist.
On the last day, the
ballots for the Terna
for the Office of the
Provincial Superior
were opened and the
religious with the
most number of votes
were Frs. Jose Eloja,
Evan Paul Villanueva
and Diosdado Haber.
In general, many

were happy with the
outcome of the
Chapter.  It was an
opportunity for each
one to air his opinion and point of view. Some said that
it was the “best and most appreciated Chapter” be-
cause it was open, transparent and democratic.

(clockwise) Fr. Jojo Eloja, Fr. Evan
Villa  nueva, Fr. Dado Haber
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The St. Camillus Healthcare Center in Cainta is a mis-
sion station of the Camillians that aims to improve
and maintain the health condition of the people in

the community, but with its improved health facilities and
services it developed into a healthcare training center for
healthcare workers without giving up the clinic.
The beneficiary areas of the center are: the White

House (an area of informal settlers), and the GK (Ga wad
Kalinga) Housing sponsored by Selecta more than 10
years ago, also known as the “Selecta Village.”
Focusing its programs towards healthcare, the cen-

ter offers the following: 
1. Regular Feeding Program for malnourished
children (a once-a-day full meal, six times a week
for six months). 

2. Healthcare Training Program for healthcare
workers from the different barangays, especially
the poor barangays of Cainta. In 2016 they had
training on Primary Healthcare, TB, HIV, and Dis-
aster Risk Reduction.

3. Income-Generating Program for Adults (IGP)
to develop a self-sustaining community. Pro-
grams such as sewing (bags), farming (vegeta-
bles), and culinary (ice cream, bread, cookies,
pastries) are offered.

Because children are often neglected and early mar-
riage is prevalent among the youngsters in these areas,
the Camillians, particularly Fr. Rolando “Rolly” Fernan-
dez, MI, developed an interest in helping these chil-
dren. As dreamers themselves, the Camillians
encouraged these youngsters to dream: 1) to dream of
a healthy community to eradicate poverty (Early mar-
riage is not an easy way out to escape poverty); 2) to
dream of a life guided by Christian values to uplift one’s
dignity; and 3) to dream of a self-sustaining community.
As the Camillians have already established the core pro-
grams mentioned earlier, these youngsters joined in
spinning the web of their dreams, so much so that the
“Dreamers of St. Camillus” was formed.
Fr. Rolly identified the areas where these youngsters

can be productive. The out-of-school youths take part in
income-generating programs like making ice cream,
baking bread and cookies, and then sell them. Some of
these youngsters are into music, and, in fact, formed a
band called The Dreamers Band of St. Camillus. They
had their first concert last April 2016, a concert to ex-
press their dreams, and a second one last December
2016 with the theme of protecting Mother Earth and
recognizing God’s Mercy, a concert in preparation for a
meaningful Christmas. The proceeds of these concerts
were mainly for their educational expenses, where most
are enrolled in technical and vocational courses.
With members willing to accept changes towards a

self-reliant Cainta community, their dreams are not far
from being realized.

THE CAINTA COMMUNITY: The Dreamers’ Web
CamUp

December 2016 concert with the theme, “Protecting Mother Earth and Recognizing God’s Mercy”.
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of their apostolic services particularly in their feeding
program.
Without any cent on hand for the said plan of hu-

mane endeavor in favor of a noble cause to regain the
good nutrition of children 0–12 years old, an inspiration
of St. Camillus sparked in the minds and hearts of the
volunteers, reminding them that if the work is an inspi-
ration from God, then God will supply the needs of the
program and that was it.
With much trust, courage and hard work, the staff

and volunteers decided to revive and implement the
feeding program. Through solicitation letters sent,
many responded one after the other until it covered the

whole expenses for the six months’ feeding of 50 chil-
dren. They responded in cash and in kind in the form of
rice and vegetables. In coordination with the Assisi
Foundation through its Hapag-Asa Nutrition program,
Manna packs were provided for the whole duration of
six months, helping the children gain many nutrients in
the food given to them. Ninety-five percent (95%) of
them regained normal health.
The feeding program (which was for six months, five

days a week) started in July 2016. It was launched last
July 23, 2016 in a Eucharistic celebration on the occa-
sion of the natal day of the Hospital Director, Fr. Marven
G. Ruyeras, MI, at Barangay Bobon chapel. It was imple-
mented in three sitios of Barangay Bobon, part of Sa-

Community-Based Health Care Program (CBHCP)
as the social service arm of St. Camillus Hospi-
tal of Mati was created in order to respond to

the health care needs in far-flung areas of the Diocese
of Mati. Untiring volunteers have been giving health
care seminars and trainings for the development of
health care services in ways that affirm the fundamen-
tal message of St. Camillus “Heal the sick and say to
them, the Kingdom of God has come.” Such is the in-
spiration of CBHCP volunteers in their shared mission
in caring, loving and serving the sick and the poor, es-
pecially the children who are undernourished in our
time.
From the initial stage of CBHCP-SCHMF, volun-

teers have embraced their personal vocation, the need
to live-out, witnessing and embracing the service to
the sick. This is the very spirit that guided them in one

ST. CAMILLUS HOSPITAL OF MATI
Sr. Bernardita A. Otivar, MI

Responding Towards a Noble Cause…. 
A Social Responsibility…

(continued on page 14)
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Last Feb. 4–5, 2017, the Saint Camillus College Semi-
nary (SCCS) celebrated their annual Family Day with
the theme: “Pamilya: Puso ng Simbahan, Bukal ng

Bokasyon,” derived from the Philippines’ Catholic Church
celebration of the Year of the Parish. The seminarians to-
gether with their families actively participated in the two-
day wholesome activity that reminded the seminarians
about the importance of family in the vocation that they
are taking. 

First Day
On the first day, the parents got to experience semi-

nary life through prayer, apostolate, and sports. To start
off the day, everyone prayed the Holy Rosary. Then the
parents were given the preview regarding the flow of
the two-day activity. They went to Camillus Medhaven to
have an apostolate and for them to experience the
Camillian charism. They were toured by the staff and got
to know and talk with the residents. Rev. Fr. Eliseo “Eli”
Navarro, MI, (Camillus Medhaven administrator)
presided the Mass and was concelebrated by Rev. Fr.

Renante “Rey” Sentillas, MI (SCCS Rector) and Rev. Fr.
Michael “Mike” Gimena, MI. After the Mass, they went
back to the seminary for lunch. The seminarians were
given time with their respective families. At three o’clock
in the afternoon, organized sports were held where vari-
ous games were played and participated by the seminar-
ians and their parents. Of course there were also prizes
that fueled further everyone’s participation.  Later,
everyone prepared for the Adoration to the Blessed
Sacrament which was presided by Fr. Mike.  After dinner,
every batch had sharing with their parents and formator. 

Second Day
The second day of the activity started with a Morning

Prayer. After breakfast, there was a General Assembly at-
tended by the college dean, guidance counselor, college
staff, formators, parents, and seminarians. They talked
about matters concerning the college and the seminary
projects. Election of new Parents, Benefactors, and Fac-
ulty Association (PBFA) officers was also held during the

WHISPERS FROM THE VALLEY
Sem. Francis Paul Baghucan

“Pamilya: Puso ng Simbahan, Bukal ng Bokasyon”



13CAMUP

assembly, followed by the Mass, presided by Fr. Rey and
concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Bon Arimbuyutan, MI and Fr.
Mike. Father Bon said in his homily that the family, as the
heart of the Church and which constitutes the Church,
must continue to be the salt that “preserves” and the
light that “guides” every member of the family. A raffle
was held after lunch and everyone hoped to win the
grand prize. It was followed by the “Tribute to Parents,”
the highlight of the day’s activity. The guest speaker, Rev.
Fr. Jerome Rosalinda from the Diocese of Novaliches,
talked about the theme of this year’s Family Day. He em-
phasized the Encyclical Letter Amoris Laetitia of Pope
Francis. After his talk, each batch gave a presentation:

the first year danced Gary V’s version of “Shout for Joy,”
“Liwanag at Gabay” for the second year, “Sidekick” for
the third year, and a remix of some TV commercials (like
Milo’s Beat Energy Gap) for the fourth year. The United
Performing Arts of Camillus, also known as T.U.P.A.C.,
showed their dancing skills in a special number. Awards
were also given to families and parents. Finally the whole
community of SCCS rendered the song “Pag-ibig” by
Noel Cabangon that brought tears to the parents. In-
deed it was a joyous and fun-filled two-day activity, which
made families closer to each other and reminded about
“Family as the Heart of the Church.” Thus, the sleepless
nights of preparation paid off and were worth it.

Wringing Their Way to Graduation Sem. Joshua Daniel Villanueva

The fourth year students of SCCS had their oral com-
prehensive examination on Feb. 11, 2017. The exami-
nation was led by a panel of four Ateneo teachers,

namely: Mr. Wilzel Adriatico, Mr. Paolo Galang, Ms. Danna
Aduna and Mr. Noel Clemente. 
This annual comprehensive exam aims to synthesize and

gauge the five-year Philosophy learning. Labeled as fourth
year students, they are deemed to defend and support the
thesis statements from their Philosophy subjects. Each stu-
dent has 20 minutes to demonstrate and defend certain
thesis statements asked by the panel, 10 minutes were al-
lotted per panelist.
The fourth year students were divided into two groups:

the first group, led by Ms. Aduna and Mr. Cle mente, did the
activity in the audio-visual room; while Mr. Adriatico and Mr.
Galang led the second group in the conference room. The
fourth years wringed all their ideas and knowledge to show

their expertise in Philosophy and to rebut the puzzling
questions thrown by the panelists. 
Fortunately, all were able to defend their thesis state-

ments and passed the examination, while there were some
who really excelled. The result was released just minutes
after the exam ended. The ones who excelled were Sem.
Jerome Ocampo earning the highest honors, summa cum
laude; while Sem. Paul Austin Echavez, Sem. Ruel Fernandez,
Alvin Julius Justiniano and Sem. Mark Ian Maderal were
magna cum laude; and Sem. Charles Eugene Quiazon and
Sem. Vengie Ibañez were cum laude.
Although others did not get any honors in the oral exams,

all fourth year students were jubilant and jumped for joy after
the exams. They can already heave a sigh of relief and reflect
from the five years of academic challenges. They were happy
that they finally succeeded in this endeavor and they are much
excited to wear their graduation caps on March 11, 2017.

Ocampo, Jerome Echavez, Paul Austin Fernandez, Ruel Justiniano, Alvin Julius Quiazon, Charles Eugene Ibañez, Vengie
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cred Heart Parish, Don
Bosco, Mati Davao Orien-
tal, a one-and-a-half hour
ride by motorcycle, the
only means of transporta-
tion from SCH-Mati.
Daily monitoring was

made by the volunteers
and staff to ensure that
the services were deliv-
ered and reached the tar-
get partners, irrespective
of weather conditions;
rain or shine, they needed
to be there at the area. 

The program culminated on Jan. 22, 2017. Five of
the children who originally enrolled stopped because
their parents discontinued bringing them to the center.

Five mothers were included since they, too, were under-
nourished, which completed the target number of 50.
They finished the program with normal health and good
disposition. The culminating activity was graced with
the presence of the City Health officer (who gave the In-
spirational message) with his field staff, the Lay Camil-
lians (who had given food packs), hospital staff and
barangay officials. It was a very successful activity.
Our success with the feeding program’s first batch

made our social service more meaningful and made us
closer to the sick, especially the undernourished children.
Our deepest appreciation to all the donors/sponsors

who wholeheartedly supported our endeavor. We thank
you all for sharing your resources for a noble cause. I
sincerely pray that we may all continue to support and
embody the spirit of charity in caring for the sick as we
reach out to more people in need through our feeding
program.

(Responding Towards… continued from page 11)

“If you want peace in the world, you should have
peaceful countries. If you want to have a peaceful
country, you should have peaceful cities. If you want

to have a peaceful city, you should have peaceful families. If
you want to have peace in the family, you should have a
peaceful heart,” said Fr. Brian Vincent Q. Rances, MI, as he
quoted Lao Tzu in his Interfaith Fellowship speech held last
Feb. 4, 2017 at St. Camillus Medical Center (SCMC). 
Hospital personnel from the Muslim faith and various

Christian denominations were invited to participate in the
ceremony. Excerpts from the Quran as well as Christian
prayers spoken in the way of the respective sects and di-
alects were recited. A moment of reflection and personal
prayers was accompanied by songs of praise and worship
from the Camillian Brothers enhanced the spirituality and
solemnity of the event.
According to Fr. Rances who has always attributed the

success of SCMC to its employees, the Interfaith Prayer
Service is an important event so that the hospital staff may
know that the Camillians welcome and respect the different
faiths that have come to be a part of the Institution. He also
said that what is important is that everybody unites and
grow in its mission of “serving the sick with heart in our
hands.” It is consistent with SCMC’s core values of spiritual-
ity and teamwork. Since quality medical care is built upon
good collaboration and coordination of different healthcare
professionals and workers, the Camillians would like to
strengthen the unity by praying together as one family. 
The Interfaith Fellowship has been an activity that the

Camillians have revived from the previous years in response
to the growing number of employees who have aligned
themselves in the mission despite belonging to other reli-
gions. There are plans to expand this event owing to the
successful turnout and response from the employees.

SCMC Unites in Love and Prayer
Ma. Mazel R. Trinidad, RMT
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Twenty-seven years ago I vowed to embrace the
charism and vocation of mercy towards the sick
even at the risk of my own life. Until now it is hard

to explain how it happened except only the circum-
stances that surrounded it when God chose me to be
one of his servants. It is a mystery that gradually unfolds
its details and meanings every day. I am Fr. Aristelo Diez
Miranda, a Camillian religious originally from Bohol,
presently assigned at the Generalate in Rome as mem-
ber of the General Council and director of the Camillian
Disaster Service International (CADIS), the humanitarian
foundation of the Order. I am fondly called “Aris” by all
my confreres and friends. 
I do believe that God calls, chooses and respects

each one of us to be his servant according to the gifts
each and all of us received from Him. And He is doing it
in an ordinary manner in an ordinary circumstance that
not so many noticed, but for the few who listened and
believed discovered the greatness of this gift, like me.
In October 1983 was the first time that I heard the
Order of St. Camillus (the Camillians). Since it was the
Vocation Awareness Month, I did a kind of “vocation
shopping” and chose “items” (congregations) that I like
according to their geographical location and condition.
Being a “probinsyano,” my dream was then to reach
Manila at all costs where chances and opportunities in
life most likely can be attained. The Camillians offered
the candidates to study Philosophy at the Pontifical
Royal University of Santo Tomas (UST). Also, to be in
Manila was to see and experience the beautiful things
about the Philippines that I have studied in History and
watched on TV. So this simple desire and, yet, it was
truly this that introduced me to St. Camillus and his

MY VOCATION STORY
Fr. Aristelo Diez Miranda, MI

dream of having “a hundred arms in order to reach
more the sick people” and serve them “like a mother
caring for her only sick child”.
It took almost five years in the seminary before I un-

derstood that God has called and chose me. Despite
the beautiful places that I have seen in Manila and the
aborted dream of studying at UST, I was led to un-
wanted places such as hospitals, nursing homes and
squatter areas where sickness and suffering are a daily
discourse of life and yet turned out to be the school of
hope and love. I was moved not only with tears but with
compassion to these people whose inner sense of
strength and support is God. Here I learned how to love
and how to build hope amidst harrowing conditions.
Their daily struggles and frustrations, which I never ex-
perienced before, made me realized that I was then cre-
ated by Him. I learned to value life, fight for life and
cherished the beauty of learning what makes life mean-
ingful. People in the squatter areas learned to live as
neighbors; sick people experienced the power of
prayer; the abandoned aged hoped to be with the Lord;
and the handicapped found strength and courage in
themselves. St. Camillus said: “they are our lords and
masters.” Indeed, it was true and I experienced it. God
writes, communicates and lives in situations where often
we do not think He is.
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CamUp is prepared and published by the
Provincialate of the Philippine Province of the
Order of the Ministers of the Infirm. Its office is
at #18 Nicanor Reyes St., Varsity Hills, Loyola
Heights, 1108 Quezon City, with Tel. No. (02)
929–6213.

Please support the Camillian healthcare ministry through your
donations to these accounts:

You may also give your donations online at
www.camillianphil.com or to any Camillian re-
ligious in your community.
OTHER CONTACT DETAILS:

Fax: (02) 929–6215
Email: provhousephi@gmail.com
Like us at www.facebook.com/TheCamillians

The Camillian Fathers, Inc. is a donee institution.

The Camillian Fathers, Inc.
Metrobank
Katipunan Branch
093-7-09351957-0
Swift Code: MBTCPHMM

The Camillian Fathers, Inc.
BPI Loyola
Katipunan Branch
3081-0854-62
Swift Code: BOPIPHMM

A N N I V E R S A R I E S
JANUARY
Birthdays
Fr. Jacob Wong Haw Ran  14/01/1972
Fr. Placido B. De Jose 19/01/1980

FEBRUARY
Birthdays
Fr. Ruben J. Mandin 02/02/1972
Fr. Jose P. Eloja 13/02/1966
Sch. Benjie Ang 15/02/1994
Fr. Samuel A. Cuarto 16/02/1968
Fr. Joseph Yang Gaochao 20/02/1965
Sch. Elson Pastrano 25/02/1994
Fr. Evan Paul A. Villanueva 29/02/1968

Perpetual Professions
Fr. Renato P. Sales 02/02/1990
Fr. Manuel M. Tamayo 02/02/1991
Fr. Jose P. Eloja 05/02/1994
Fr. Aristelo D. Miranda 05/02/1994
Fr. David Lee Taichuen 10/02/1996

Presbyterate Ordinations
Fr. Matteo Kao Kuoching 03/02/1980
Fr. Rodel R. Enriquez 11/02/2005
Fr. Marcelo L. Pamintuan, Jr. 24/02/1996
Fr. Evan Paul A. Villanueva 24/02/1996
Fr. Henry B. Angupa II 27/02/2016

MARCH
Birthdays
Fr. Renato D. Maliwat 07/03/1977
Sch. Anthony A. Ongcal 18/03/1981
Fr. Joseph Wang Chenyang 19/03/1980
Fr. Tex Rico V. Buntol 24/03/1971
Fr. Gabriel V. Garcia 24/03/1974
Fr. Rolando J. Fernandez 28/03/1957

Perpetual Professions
Fr. Giuseppe Didone 19/03/1962
Fr. Felice Chech 19/03/1966
Fr. Luigi Galvani 19/03/1966
Fr. Evan Paul A. Villanueva 25/03/1995
Fr. Jacob Wong Haw Ran 25/03/2006

Presbyterate Ordinations
Fr. Ivo Z. Anselmi 02/03/1975
Fr. Ruben J. Mandin 11/03/2000
Fr. Jung Ju Seo 19/03/2016
Fr. Remigio E. Jamorabon 25/03/1986

APRIL
Birthdays
Fr. Alfons Oles 01/04/1977
Fr. Raimondo Yang Chiamen 04/04/1947
Br. Davide Angelo Cattaneo 21/04/1939

Perpetual Professions
Fr. Antonio Didone 01/04/1956
Fr. Diosdado C. Haber 17/04/1993
Fr. Marcelo L. Pamintuan Jr. 17/04/1995
Fr. Samuel A. Cuarto 21/04/1996
Fr. Giovanni Rizzi 24/04/1948

ST. CAMILLUS HOSPITAL CALBAYOG

Last Feb. 18, 2017, SCH-Calbayog held the annual
Walk for a Healthy Heart that started at 4:00am
from the City Hall stage up to the SCH grounds.

Now on season 6, the fun walk coincided with the
launching of the St. Camillus Hospital Philanthropic and
Health Development Office and the oath taking of its
new officers and members.
The new office’s programs and advocacies are the

following: physical structure and equipment upgrading,
human resource development, community health devel-
opment, care for persons and children with disabilities,
Camillian Health Insurance Program (CHIP), scholarship
program, and pastoral care.
Its vision (Human dignity in a healthy community)

and mission statement (To contribute in the improve-
ment of the quality of life of the people in the commu-
nities through significant and relevant health
development programs in collaboration with various
stakeholders who share in the joy of putting more heart
into their hands) can very well sum up what St. Camillus
said, “Remember that the sick are the heart of God and
the pupil of His eyes, and that what you do to these
poor ones, you are doing to God Himself.” (inset) Dr. Emmanuel A. Rosales and Fr. Renato D. Maliwat, MI,

were guests in a Valentine’s radio program special with Ms. Ellen
Lim in Radyo Ng Bayan Calbayog last Feb. 14, 2017, 9:00am-

10:00am. Topic: “Walk for a Healthy Heart.”


